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Dear Friends,

Were it not for the generosity of some very dedicated people, things would be very difficult in our neighborhood.  Fortunately, we have the Blessed Bringers and Gracious Givers at Community of Christ Church.  Together they have donated almost 3 tons of food this summer.  We also have the generous congregants at Fountain Street Church who have been collecting food this summer.  Many hungry mouths have been fed due to the sacrifices of our caring donors.  Thank you!


From Katie's email, here is her update on the Community of Christ competition:

"I will start right off with the really good news.  Our total pounds & cash donated so far this summer is 5528 pounds.  We are now only 472 pound away from 3 tons.  At the start of the summer I was hoping to do as well as we did last summer.  When we blew past that number I knew we could do 2 tons no problem. We past that mark and I thought we might hit 5000 pounds and that would be great.  I never thought we do anything like 3 tons but anything is possible with God.  We are only 472 pounds short of the 6000 pound mark.  I know we can do this so bring it on Blessed Bringers and Gracious Givers!


"Besides the great news of our total pounds we found out when we dropped off the food Monday that our food drive has inspired others.  Fountain Street Church was inspired to also donate food to SECOM. HooRah!!!"
Thank you Katie and Larry for your hard work this summer.

As the summer ends and the Community of Christ competition ends, we have additional needs going into fall.  For the pantry, Mildred has on her wish list:

· canned fruits

· canned vegetables

· grains.

School starts next week and we still need school supplies.  Things like paper and folders are in greatest demand.  Let's make sure the neighborhood kids aren't left behind as the new school year starts.

On the 14th and 15th, fall English as Second Language classes begin.  I am always looking for teachers to help.  It doesn't need to be an every week commitment, but if you could volunteer on Thursday evenings from 6:00 to 8:00 PM, we could provide you with a gratifying experience.  Think your English isn't good enough to be a teacher?  Don't worry.  A little caring, some enthusiasm and a few soft skills to share are more important.

The need for food, school supplies, and teachers became more urgent with the recent economic news.  The good news is that the Federal Reserve has committed to keeping interest rates at their record lows until mid 2013.  The bad news is that the reason for that commitment is that a healthy economy with robust job growth isn't expected to happen until then.

The Great Recession technically ended two years ago, but it hasn't felt like much of a recovery to most Americans.  Maybe that's because many people are not working as much as they would like to be or have given up looking for work.  For those who are officially counted in the unemployment rate, it feels like the recession never ended.  With the latest announcement from the Fed, it seems that it will be at least 2013 before any meaningful recovery occurs.  No wonder there is so much gloom.


The recovery to date has been anemic.  In the second year of its recovery, the American economy grew by a mere 1.6%.  Compare that to the second year following the 1982 recession when it grew by 5.6%.  American output has yet to attain its 2007 peak.  On a per-person basis, inflation-adjusted GDP stands at virtually the same level as in the second quarter of 2005.  It means the US economy has been treading water for six years.  That will come as know surprise to Michigan residents.

The unemployed, of whom there are many, can hardly afford a fall back into recession.  Approximately 6.3 million workers have been out of a job for over six months.  The average length of time a person is unemployed is now up to 40 weeks.  A recent New York Times article reported that employers discriminate against the long-term unemployed.  Prolonging the recovery will only exacerbate the problem.

Data from Washington tells an impersonal story.  It's a story from a real person in a real neighborhood about their suffering that makes an impact.  We are still hearing those stories too frequently. 

Easing the suffering of families today and helping them prepare for a brighter future is our work.  Thank you for making it possible and having faith in us.


Best regards,
Robert
Robert Heys

Development Director
