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Dear Friends,

Can you believe that it is August already?  It seems like things were just being planted on the grounds a weeks ago.  Now Eldridge, Al and anyone else Cher can recruit are doing constant maintenance.

If you are interested in helping us out, here is Cher's wish list to get things up to her standards:

· Volunteer to pick vegetables and turn them in to the pantry for distribution

· Contribute materials to our compost: eggshells, coffee grounds, fruit & veggie scraps (no meat)

· Just dump your contribution into the compost crates next to the garden.

· Donate tomato cages or stakes

· Save your used panty hose and nylons to be used to tie up tomato “bushes”

· Volunteer to weed the rows


Anyone would like to be relieved of a lawn tractor, you could make Cher's and Eldridge's hearts soar by donating it to SECOM.

Because it is August 1, it is time to start thinking about children going back to school.  Is there anyone out there that would like to donate school supplies to the kids in our neighborhood?  Folders, paper, writing utensils are all helpful and greatly appreciated by cashed strapped parents.  It is little things like supplies that can help a child to become a better student.  Call Kathy or email her at director@secomministries.org and she will answer all your questions.

On Wednesday August 24, Spartan Stores will be doing a produce food drive for the pantries in Kent County.  Mildred is looking for volunteers to pack food starting at 4:30 PM and lasting for about 2 - 3 hours.  Call her at 616.452.7684 for the details.

I'd also like to remind everyone that we have a Paper Gator bin in our parking lot for recycling paper.  This is a nice little source of revenue for us.  If you want to help the environment and us you can drop your paper off at the same time you are bringing your compost.  We're a one-stop agency for donations of all kinds.

The Community of Christ Food Drive

As of July 24, the Blessed Bringers and Gracious Givers have exceeded their previous year's donations.  To date, they have brought in 3,270 pounds of food.  Last week alone the Blessed Bringers contributed 350 pounds compared to the Blessed Bringers 208.  The Gracious Givers still hold a slight lead in the competition.  Between the two teams they collected 250 cans of tuna fish last week.  How impressive is that?

For the week ending July 31, 370 more pounds were brought in.  That makes the annual total 3,640, just 360 short of two tons.


Larry talks about a sore back and heat exhaustion from hauling food, but it doesn't show.  He must be running on adrenalin or Katie's prodding.

Our United Way funding for the next two years has been reduced by almost $400 per month.  For that reason alone we are grateful to Community of Christ Church for being so supportive this summer.

Finally, SECOM would like to thank everyone who helped raise money for us at the Access Hunger Walk this year.  We raised the second largest amount this year of any agency or church.  Here's the top 10:
First UMC
South End Community Outreach Ministries
St. Luke's Lutheran 
Central Reformed 
St. Paul's UMC 
Dominican Chapel/Marywood 
Trinity Lutheran 
Neland Ave. CRC
Grandville UMC 
Fuller Avenue CRC

Next year we are looking forward to supplanting First UMC as No. 1.

Thanks to all.

Best regards,
Robert
Robert Heys
Development Director
