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Dear Friends,

You may or may not have thought of it this way but, SECOM is in the brokerage business.  We take in goods and services and then redistribute those goods and services to our families.  Unfortunately, it's a good business because there is always a demand for our goods and services.  The difficult side of the business is when the supply is low.

That isn't often the case because of our consistently generous donors.  Typically, supply and demand are pretty much in balance.  I like to think that is because we are so good at what we do, but it has more to do with mostly with consistently generous donors.

When the supply is demand is high and the supply is low, 'prices' increase.  That's simple economics.  In our case the price of our products doesn't really go up but, it does become more valuable.  The less there is of something, the more precious it becomes.  That is particularly true when that something is a basic human need like food.

About this time every year we begin to see demand outstrip supply.  All of the food we receive at the end of the previous year has slowly gone home with a grateful neighbor, depleting our emergency inventory.  Meanwhile our families’ earned income credit checks have been spent on heating their homes and donations have ebbed.  These factors have left our shelves thin.  With summer coming and children out of school, the very high demand is still coming.

So this is one of those times when we aren't so smart and need a little help meeting the seasonal demand.

Our most crucial need is for food.  Whatever we do to alleviate poverty in our neighborhood has limited impact if our neighbors are hungry.  Our garden has been planted, but it will be a long time before we have a harvest.  Until then, we need to restock our shelves.

While everything is helpful, here is a brief list of things Mildred says we are critically in need of: 
> canned items such as vegetables, fruits, tomatoes, meats and tuna
> pasta and pasta sauces
> cereal and crackers and 
> condiments (mustard, ketchup, and mayonnaise).

Here's the challenge for anyone brave enough to take it.  Katie and Larry Steiner will once again this year be going all out to collect food through Community of Christ church.  If you remember last year, they collected over 3000 pounds and they are taking on all challengers this year.  If you have a group or church that dares to compete with Community of Christ, let me know and SECOM will set up the competition.  

Enter the Steiner Competition at your own risk.

We are also in need of services.  We recently received a grant from the Grand Rapids Community Foundation to provide a summer reading program for preschoolers and their parents.  The Comprehensive Therapy Center has agreed to provide a teacher for the program.  Still needed are volunteer teacher assistants.  If you would like to help a child prepare for school and SECOM to develop, implement and improve a new learning program, this is your chance to do so.

Finally, the organization needs to remain operational.  That means office supplies and such.  There is always a need for greeting cards, especially birthday, sympathy, and get well cards.  Anyone with a box or two that they didn't know what to do with, please send them our way.  In addition, printer paper of various colors is useful for many purposes.  These things that are rarely thought of, but are what keep us in business.

To help us get the supply of our goods and services in balance with the demand, please call anyone of SECOM's staff listed below at 616.452.7684.  You can be certain that your assistance will not be any less valuable or precious by those we serve.

Until the demand for our products ends, thank you for your supply of generosity to SECOM and our neighborhood.

Best regards,
Robert
Robert Heys
Development Director

